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BAPTISTS 


Memorial  to  Missing  campaign  begins 


ISSISSim  hands. 


that  since  the  U.S 
decision  in  Roe  v. 


the  entire  nine  months  of  pregnancy,  50 
million  children  have  been  aborted.  Now, 
that  number  has  moved  from  the  abstract 
to  the  tangible  with  the  Memorial  to  the 
Missing  Celebration  of  Lite  Rally  May  13  at 
the  Baptist  Building  in  downtown  Jackson. 

In  a  13x7  feet  container  custom 
designed  and  built  by  Laws  Construction 
Company  of  Fkrwood,  approximately  20 
million  pennies  now  resine  —  each  penny 
representing  one  child  whose  life  was 
ended  by  abortion.  The  container,  resting 
on  the  comer  of  Mississippi  Street  ana 
North  President  Street,  is  mute  testimony 
to  the  lives  cut  short  by  the  abortionists1' 
hands.  People  and  churches  from  all  over 
the  stale  off  Mississippi  came  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  the  dedication  of  the  memorial. 

"Saturday  was  a  great  day,"  said  Jim 
FutraL  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
board  (mold)  executive  director.  Neither 
the  wnihuHSlhe  people,  nor  the  partic¬ 
ipation,  nor  the  spirit  could  have  been  bet¬ 
ter.  Now  that  were  a*  about  20  million  of 
the  50  million  permits,  people  are  aslound- 


May  13 
to  get  a 
main  50 


in  1973.  (Photo  by  William 


FOR  THE  BABIES  —  Volunteers  move  heavy  sacks  of  pennies  into  the  Memorial  to  the 
Missing  on  May  13  in  Jackson.  The  Memorial  to  the  Missing  is  designed  to  hold  50  miWion  pen¬ 
nies*  each  signifying  one  baby  who  he  died  since  abortion  was  legalized  in  America  in  1973. 
So  fat  about  20  mflfcon  pennies  have  been  placed  in  toe  Memorial.  (Photo  by  lony  Martin) 


huiKKjihic 

the  moving  lUgnngnts 
ere  testimonies  mom  Kin 


of  PSneview  Church.  Clinton. 
Thomas,  executive  director  of 
lississipoi  and  a  member  of 


"I  had  my  abortion  13  years  ago,  but  it  is 
a  day  that  is  never  far  horn  my  heart,"  said 

Thomas  said,  "Today,  it  is  only 
through  the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  that 
I  am  aole  to  share  with  you. 

~I  kept  this  shameful  secret  stuffed  deep 
inside  of  me  and  pretended  that  it  didn't 
happen.  It  .was  during  my  interview 
process  with  Pro-Life  Mississippi  that  I 
finally  knew  I  had  to  be  truthful.  It  was 
then  that  I 


Lisa  Lea  veil,  a  member  of  First 
Church.  Jackson,  sang  Memories  of  the 
Missing,  an  original  song  with  lyrics  by 
MBCB  Cooperative  Program  Director 
Jerry  Mixon  and  music  dv  Eva  Hart, 
pianist  at  First  Church.  Jackson. 

Futral  shared  the  keynote  message. 
"Today  we  come  here  in  our  wonderful 


"Today  we  come  here  in  our  wonderful 
country  to  place  a  monument  which  will 
contain  50  million  pennies. 

“Every  year,  millions  of  people  visit 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  see  me  Vietnam 
Memorial.  On  that  black  slab  are  58,249 
names  of  young  men  and  women  who 
gave  their  lives  in  Vietnam,  but  that 
doesn't  begin  to  compare  to  the  millions 
of  children  in  America  who  have  lost 
thetr  lives  silently,  in  sterile  environ¬ 
ments  as  they  have  died,  day  after  day." 

Many  in  tne  crowd  had  their  own  sto¬ 
ries.  One  woman  said,  "1  could  have 


been  one  of  those  pennies,  but  my  mom 
decided  to  rive  me  up  for  adoption." 

Tammy  Anderson,  a  consultant  for  die 
Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union, 
said,  “I  was  passing  out  water  after  the 
rally  on  Saturday  and  offered  a  bottle  to  a 
lady  who  was  holding  the  most  precious, 
brown-eyed  little  boy.  He  was  about  two 
years  old.  The  mother  took  the  bottle  of 
water  and  opened  it  and  the  little  boy 
reached  for  tne  bottle  and  began  to  drink. 

"The  mother  began  to  tell  me  that  his 
mother  had  beef!  willing  to  let  her  and 
her  husband  adopt  tne  little  boy. 
Otherwise,  he  would  have  been  one  of 
the  pennies  in  the  glass  case." 

Futral  spoke  on  May  15  of  the  progess 
of  memorializing  the  missing  lost  to 
abortion.  "Many  nave  asked  now  pen¬ 
nies  for  the  memorial  might  be  delivered 
to  the  Baptist  Building,  If  someone  can't 
bring  the  pennies  to  Jackson,  then  taking 
them  to  tneir  associational  office  might 
be  helpful  —  or,  if  need  be,  personnel 
from  the  Baptist  Building  will  help  trans¬ 
port  the  pennies  back  to  the  Memorial." 

For  more  information  on  the  year-long 
Memorial  to  the  Missing  campaign  ana 
how  to  get  pennies  to  the  Memorial,  con¬ 
tact  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission  at  (601)  292-3329,  or 
toll-free  outside  Jackosn  (800)  748-1651, 
ext.  329.  E-mail:  rwoofMmbcb.org.  Web 
site:  www.mbcb.org. 

"The  focus  is  on  me  babies,  as  it  should 
be,  and  not  the  pennies,"  Futral  said.  *1 
want  to  thank  Mississippi  Baptists  for  an 
already  amazing  job  done,  ana  thank  them 
ahead  of  time  for  what  they  will  do." 


20  million,  and  counting 


due  to  legalized  abortion,  try  to  think  of  it 
in  terms  of  one  million  lives  lost  in  each 
state  of  the  union.  According  to  the  2000 
US.  Census,  that's  more  than  the  popula¬ 
tions  of  seven  separate  states  and  the 
-District  of*  Columbia,  and  35%  of 
Mississippi's  people. 

The  death  toll  is  staggering,  and  grows 
larger  every  22  seconds  with  each  abortion 
in  America. 

It  is  fitting  that  Mississippi  Baptists  have 
chosen  to  remember  the  babies  in  this  spe- 


arrived  at  the 


the  millions  —  that  is,  about  20 


to  Jackson  on  or 


before  Mav  13  to  be  included  in  the 
Celebration  of  Life  Rally  that  day.  Each 
penny  collected  was  placed  in  the 
Memorial  to  the  Missing,  designed  to  hold 
50  million  pennies  to  memorialize  the  50 
million  babies  that  have  been  slaughtered 
since  1973  in  the  modem  American  holo¬ 
caust  called  legalized  abortion. 

■  It  was  in  early  1973  that  the 
U.S.  Supreme  Court's  laughable 
decision  in  Roe  v.  Wade  legalized 
abortion  in  all  50  states  through¬ 
out  die  full  nine  months  of  preg- 


Editor's 

Notebook 


chosen  to  remember  the  babies  in  this  spe¬ 
cial  way.  As  has  been  stated  many  times, 
this  Memorial  to  the  Missing  is  not  about 
politics  or  judging  those  who  have  under- 


Sone  or  been  involved  with  an  abortion. 

:'s  about  the  babies,  those  precious  little 
creations  of  God  who  were  never  given  the 
chance  to  live. 

The  acrimonious  political  debate  will  go 
on  and  there  are  plenty  of  people  around 
who  condemn  those  who  nave  had  abor¬ 
tions,  but  let  us  be  known  as  the  people  who 
cared  about  the  babies  who  will  never  be. 
Our  Father  does,  and  we  should  too. 


nancy.  At  least,  their  decision 
would  be  laughable  if  it  had  not 
resulted  in  the  deaths  of  50  million 
people  (a  number  that  will  be 
achieved  later  this  year).  It  is 
laughable,  however,  in  the  context 
of  die  medical  school  professors 
who  ridicule  the  "trimester"  sys- 


William  H. 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


a  the  justices  and  REMEMBERING  THE  LOST  BABIES  —  Janet 
g  before  aspiring  (right),  executive  director  of  Pro-Life 

>rs  as  a  cautionary  tale  Mississippi  and  a  member  of  Pinelake  Church, 
happen  when  politics  Brandon,  delivers  her  personal  testimony  on 
limed  medical  fact  abortion  during  the  May  1 3  Celebration  of  Life 
>ed  medical  fact  that  ^  Baptist  Building  in  Jackson  while 

trimester  system  of  gay  Cassibry,  executive  director  of  the 
>y  doctors  to  gauge  Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary  Union,  drops 
tones  in  unborn  chil-  a  single  penny  into  the  Memorial  to  the  Missing 
;,  just  hire  all  of  us,  22  seconds  to  signify  another  life  lost 

,  ,  .  to*1®  the  develop-  through  legalized  abortion.  The  Memorial  to 

ment  of  an  unbornchild  When  the  justices  ^  Mis^ng  is  designed  to  hold  50  million  pen- 
on  the  court  m  1973  crafted  their  Roe  d*ci-  njes  jn  remembrance  of  the  50  million  fives 
sion,  they  did  so  by  pulling  their  legal  and  that  have  been  lost  since  the  U.S.  Supreme 
medical  reasoning  from  thin  air.  Court's  1973  decision  legalizing  abortion  in  all 

To  understand^  the  enormity  of  the  50  50  states  throughout  the  nine  months  of  preg- 
million  people  who  are  not  with  us  today  (Pholo  ^  wiUUm,  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


Editor’s  note:  The  Memorial  to  the 
Missing  campaign  for  the  50  million  missing 
American  children  will  continue  for  a  year, 
and  pennies  for  the  Memorial  will  be  accepted 
during  that  time.  Any  amount  of  pennies  is 
welcome,  and  will  be  used  100%  for  pro-life 
causes  after  the  campaign  is  completed.  For 
more  information  on  the  Memorial  to  the 
Missing,  including  how  to  contribute  pennies 
or  have  the  pennies  delivered  to  the  Memorial, 
contact  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission  at  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601)  292-3329 
or  toll-free  outside  Mississippi  (800)  748- 
1651,  ext.  329.  E-mail:  rwood@mbcb.org. 
Web  site:  www.mbcb.org. 
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spiritual  quest,  according  to  lib¬ 
eralism,  will  also  involve  recon¬ 
necting  with  the  "sacred  femi¬ 
nine"  that  the  church  sup¬ 
pressed  in  its  early  goings. 

The  Da  Vinci  Code  will  come 
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One  of  the  questions  I  get 
asked  regularly  as  I 
speak  on  The  Da  Vinci 
Code  is,  "Why  do  you  think  the 
book  is  so  wildly  successful?" 

With  die  clock  ticking  down 
as  die  world  awaits  the  movie's 
release  cm  May  19,  it  seems 
appropriate  to  pose  this  query. 
At  first,  it  seems  counter-intu¬ 
itive  that  a  novel  with  as  flawed 
a  logic  as  The  Da  Vinci  Code 
would  resonate  with  the 
American  (and  worldwide) 
reading  public.  After  all,  this  is 
a  book  about  a  non-existent 
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Movie's  release  stirs  evangelical  criticism 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  was  a  created  being  and  not  gospels,  Bock  says 
The  May  19  theatrical  release  of  fully  God.  Orthodox  Christians  mgs  advocated  i 
the  movie  The  Da  Vinci  Code  opposed  Arius.  understanding  of  J 

has  sounded  a  battle  cry,  and  After  discussion,  the  bishops  ministry  that  me  d 
evangelicals  have  responded  at  Nicea  issued  a  creed  affirm-  as  heresy  beginnir 
by  taking  up  their  pens  to  com-  ing  Scripture  and  declaring  time  of  me  apostle 
bat  the  film's  challenges  to.  Jesus  to  be  of  the  same  nature  According  to 
some  of  the  most  central  doc-  as  the  Father  and  Arius  a  Gnostic  gospels  taught  that 
trines  of  the  Christian  faith.  heretic.  Only  two  bishops  out  some  Christians  had  secret 
The  Da  Vrnti  Code,  a  movie  of  more  than  300  present  did  knowledge  not  available  to  all; 
from  Sony  Pictures,  is  based  on  not  sign  the  creed.  that  there  is  one  spiritual,  tran- 

the  bestselling  novel  by  Dan  — rw  v — 

Brown  and  attacks  such  key  doc-  "  *■ 

trines  as  the  deity  of  Christ,  the  i||p 

reliability  of  the  Gospels,  and  the  *"  *  MHfi 

bodily  resurrection  of  Jesus.  Ihe  ?v  ■ 

movie  also  claims  that  Jesus  was  Wr~  '■  fjf/l 

married  to  Marv  Magdalene  and  E>r--  t ..  '  f  wi 

had  a  child  whose  descendents  jfetr.-1-'"  .  f  ■  oo  <*•  t  i»f  g| 

are  stiU  alive.  ='  %  3 

Erwin  Lutzer,  senior  pastor  of  K  ■&&&&* 

rhe  Mixxlv  Church  in  Chicago;  •a4,:  **  -  L,  '  *•  '  J§JR 


tint  out  that 
ther  histor¬ 
ical  documents  give  no  reason 
to  believe  Jesus  was  married. 

Scripture  says  that  Mary 
was  a  disciple  of  Jesus  out  of 
whom  Jesus  cast  a  demon,  that 
she  was  present  at  the  cross 
and  that  she  was  a  witness  to 
the  resurrection,  according  to 
Bock.  The  early  church  fatners 
also  refer  to  Mary  as  "a  faithful 
disciple,  a  follower  of  Jesus 
who  witnessed  Jesus'  death, 
burial,  and  resurrection,"  Bock 
says,  noting  that  Scripture 
never  indicates  that  Jesus  and 
Mary  were  married. 

Two  Gnostic  gospels  mention 
Mary's  relationship  with  Jesus, 
Lutzer  writes.  "Tne  gospel  of 
Philip,"  written  in  the  fourth  cen¬ 
tury,  says  Jesus  "loved"  Mary 
"more  man  his  students"  and 
kissed  her,  but  the  poor  quality 
of  the  manuscript  prevents 
scholars  from  reading  where 
Jesus  supposedly  kissed  Mary. 

Lutzer  observes  that  the  text 
might  have  said  "the  hand"  or 
"the  cheek"  and  is  not  an  accu¬ 
rate  account  anyway. 

The  Gnostic  gospel  of 
Mary"  says  Mary  had  a  special 
relationship  witn  Jesus  and  a 
rivalry  witn  Peter.  Lutzer  notes, 
"Even  if  these  accounts  from 
the  Gnostic  Gospels  were  accu¬ 
rate,  it  is  a  stretch  to  sav  that 
Mary  had  a  romantic  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus,  much  less  that 
she  was  married  to  him." 

Bock  notes  additional  evi¬ 
dences  that  Jesus  was  single.  If 
Jesus  was  married,  Paul  likely 
would  have  referred  to  Jesus  in  1 
Corinthians  9  in  defense  of  a  min¬ 
ister's  right  to  marry,  he  writes. 
Jesus  also  showed  no  special  con¬ 
cern  for  Marv  while  He  hung  on 
the  cross  —  an  act  that  we  would 
expect  from  a  husband. 

•  Error.  There  is  no  agreed- 
upon  and  authoritative  version 
of  the  Bible. 

"The  Bible  did  not  fall  magi- 
the  physical  world;  and  that  callv  from  the  clouds,"  says 
Jesus  did  not  actually  suffer  on  Teabing  in  The  Da  Vinci  Code, 
the  cross.  The  Gnostic  gospels  "Man  created  it  as  a  historical 
also  allow  women  to  experience  record  of  tumultuous  times,  and 
secret  revelation  and  be  leaders  it  has  evolved  through  countless 
in  ‘he  <.  nurch,  Bock  says.  translations,  additions,  and  revi- 

Ihe  church  never  even  consid-  sions.  History  has  never  had  a 
the*  Gnostic  definitive  version  of  the  book." 
seis  in  the  ffible,  Lutzer  said.  Lutzer  explains  that  there 
put  it  mildly,  there  is  no  rea-  were  books  in  addition  to  the 
the  Gnostic  gospels  Gnostic  gospels  written  around 
worthy;  their  value  the  time  of  the  New  Testament 
ng  us*  what  the  books  that  were  excluded  from 
Gnostics  believed,  even  though  the  canon,  but  he  teaching  of 
the  writings  shed  no  new  light  on  these  books  was  sometimes  vast- 
Jesus,  Mary  Magdalene,  or  early  ly  different  from  the  New 

Testament  Gospels.  For  example, 
New  one  book  claims  that  when  Jesus 
I  by  was  a  child,  he  killed  another 
i  pri-  child  by  pushing  him  off  a  room 
ostle  and  when  accused,  responded  by 
lurch  raising  the  boy  from  the  dead. 

Resources  that  respond  to 
the  The  Da  Vinci  Code  s  allega- 
rried  turns  are  available  at  LifeWay 
Christian  Stores  and  online  at 
In  his  novel.  Brown  claims  G  www.LifeWayStores.com. 
that  "the  marriage  of  Jesus  Resources  are  also  available  at 
and  Mary  Magdalene  is  part  of  the  North  American  Mission 
the  historical  record,  but  Board's  web  site:  www.namb.net. 


.  These  writ-  Bock  and  Lutzer 
n  unbiblical  the  Scripture  an< 
esus'  life  and 
lurch  rejected 
g  during  the 
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Dallas  Seminary  in  Dallas,  Mill'  G*  vJ 

Texas;  and  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr„  fcb  '  -  j 

president  of  Southern  Seminary  Spr.  gVrijr  .'  -5? 

in  Louisville,  Ky.,  are  among  the  Krs#->  ;  j  ■Saf.l  JO 

many  evangelicals  who  nave  KS-r:  •.  ::n  .  TM  INN 

refuted  the  movie's  claims.  v»i,ri  V .  :  =.  ft  fj 

"[TJhis  is  not  merely  any  piece  IgL  5  Tjj 

of  fiction.  T'he  scope  of  what  it  fjpv.  .  .  _  . \r-  »■  ’•  •• 

claims  as  tact,  the  impression  it  v Hi  - -  i  <  ,  ,  . 

leaves  making  those  claims  *  *jHJ 

under  the  cover' of  fiction,  and  ■-  • ~  J  it--  -  .  >  3*  *r  ,  ",  ,  §%] 

the  tact  that  it  addresses  a  signif-  ft  |gj 

icant  subject  for  our  culture's  l  w  ,,  *’  ,  § f/ 

own  selt  understanding  make  it  Yi  ,  *  Jrfy 

important  that  its  claims  be 

assessed  and  appreciated/'  «r  T  t  ,,,  1 

Iks. k  w  his  book  Breaking  *'  V4f* 

.  ' .  tijK  !  •  't  4.  p| 

and  to  J^**!*.  ~1  *  ,  Jf  K* 

too  important  to  -  “  *'  •  f 4|: 

,  J|f®§ 

Ot  histotK.il  fiction  wliere  f||  *  fet .  #  »  •  ■  £■&  tV  •  IM 

!h<||  l.i i n i  is  tli.it  despite  being  S*'  -  t  #  1  t  **  >  ‘‘  ,,  Z\3{ 

a  novel  the  historv  is  tait  „  ‘  ,  *'  ,  .  .  ‘  “7  mWl 

Ihr  moor  ,id\ooiles  ,i  laise  '  *  *  *  *  ‘  11  ‘p**  _ 

Ek  tu re  ot  l  hristiamtx  but  ;  j  I  ,  ,  *„  I  ,  '  1  ; 

cliexers  ,  an  retute  the  errors  •  1  *  *  >*  ‘  *)u*“  ‘  •  3‘*S 

In  noting  the  biblical  putureot  ^  _ ^  .  *  '**  *  ■***: 

I esus  and  the  true  historx  ot  the  T»/ 
faith,  according  to  Lutzer,  Bock, 

and  Mohler.  Some  of  the  major  In  response  to  the  question  scendent  God  and  one  physical, 
heresies  of  The  Da  Vinci  Code:  of  whether  Nicea  invented  the  wicked  Demiurge  who  created 

deity  of  Christ,  Lutzer  writes, 

•  Error:  The  Council  of  "There  is  not  a  single  shred  of 
Nicea  invented  the  deity  of  historical  evidence  for  such  a 
Christ  in  A.D.  325.  notion.  Not  only  Was  Christ's 

The  Da  Vinci  Code  argues  that  deity  the  consensus  of  the  dele- 
for  the  first  300  years  after  Christ,  gates,  but  as  can  easily  be 
Jesus'  followers  viewed  Him  as  a  shown,  this  doctrine  was  held 
mere  human.  Then  the  Council  by  the  church  centuries  before  ered  includin' 
of  Nicea  invented  the  deity  of  the  council  met." 

Christ  for  political  purposes. 

Mohler  says  tne  Council  of  •  Error:  Other  gospels  were  son  to  a 
Nicea  did  not  invent  the  deity  of  banned  from  the  Bible  by  people  as  histoi 
Christ  but  pnxrlaimed  what  die  who  wanted  to  make  the  church  lies  in 
Bible  taught  and  what  the  church  a  patriarchal  community. 

had  believed  for  300  years.  "The  In  what  Bock  calls  perhaps  the  writings  shed 
Council  of  Nicea  did  not  invent'  "the  most  misleading  statement  J 
the  divinity  of  Jesus,"  Mohler  of  'fact'  in  the  entire  novel,"  Christianity,"  Lut 
writes  in  an  Internet  commen-  Brown  claims  there  were  more  The  2/  book 
tary.  "This  was  already  the  deda-  than  80  gospels  considered  for  Testament  were 
ration  of  the  Church,  claimed  by  the  New  Testament  but  that 
Jesus  himself  and  proclaimed  by  only  four  were  chosen.  The 
the  apostles."  "banned"  books  were  sup- 

The  Roman  Emperor  Con-  pressed  because  they  showed 
stantine  called  the  Council  of  the  truth  about  Jesus  and 
Nicea  so  that  the  bishops  of  his  allowed  women  to  take  leader- 
empire  could  settle  disputes  ship  in  the  church,  according  to 
about  Christ's  nature.  The  dis-  The 
putes  centered  on  a  man  named  A 
Arius  who  gained  a  wide  fol-  their 


www.LifeWay.com 


www.namb.net 


The  other  day  1  was  talking 
to  a  friend  who  was  taking  up  a 
sport  at  which  he  used  to  be 
pretty  good  and  played  regular¬ 
ly.  Now  after  years  of  neglect  he 
was  going  to  try  to  play  it  again 
and  reestablish  his  skills.  The 
fact  is  that  most  of  the  things 
related  to  the  sport  he  knew  in 
his  head,  but  he  was  faced  with 
trying  to  get  his  muscles  to 
understand  what  his  brain 
already  knew.  That  plus  the  fact 
that  time  may  have  changed  his 
level  of  skill  in  the  sport  meant  the  w 
that  he  was  in  for  an  uphill  bat-  lessons  relearned 
tie.  It  was  an  experience  of  Let  me  share  with  you  some 
lessons  relearned.  I  thought  of  the  things  that  crossed  my 
about  him  and  what  he  was  try¬ 
ing  to  do  in  sports  when  I  was 
privileged  to  be  with  the  fine 
folks  at  Ebenezer  Church  down 

in  Mississippi  Association  the  the  evening  was  that  the 
other  dav  l  was  indeed  blessed  '  timl  element  of  every  gem 
and  honored  to  be  one  of  the  is  a  Irving  faith  relatit 
speakers  on  the  weekend  of  with  God.  Tne  folks  the 
their  200th  anniversary.  It  was  a  not  have  been  strugglin] 
blessing  to  my  heart  and  a  spir-  the  same  issues  that  me  fa 
itual  mountain  peak. 

In  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  there  are  seven 
Ebenezer  churches,  but  only  one 
can  claim  to  be  the  first  Ebenezer 

Church  in  Mississippi  and  that  is  wilderness.  They  did  know 

where  I  was.  The  church  was  something  about  lacing  disease, 

organized  by  die  first  Baptist  discomfort,  disappointments, 

preacher  ever  to  come  to  and  death.  The  outward  configu- 
Mississippi,  Richard  Curtis,  Jr.  ration  of  life  looked  a  littie  bit  dif-  lesson  of  great  value  to  be 

He,  along  with  a  group  of  stal-  ferent  then,  but  the  real  issues  of  relearned  and  remembered  and 

wart  souk  in  what  was  then  the  the  human  heart  remain  the 

Mississippi  Territory,  formed  a  same.  Without  a  concrete,  liying 
Baptist  cnurch  that  keeps  on  relationship  with  the  Lord  it  is  our  world  today  —  both  from 
serving,  worshipping,  and  impossible  to  live  with  life's  out  of  the  church  and  from  with- 

counting  for  the  Lord  to  this  day.  issues  then  or  now.  It  occurred  to  in  the  church  —  either  impung- 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  what  they  me  that  an  awful  lot  has  changed  ing 

might  have  been  facing  and  and  at  the  same  time  very  little  the 

what  they  needed  in  the  way  of  has  changed.  The  JGospel  of  Jesus  Jesus 
spiritual  resources  to  face  life.  Christ  transcends  the  ages  and  is 
Thomas  Jefferson  was  president  still  Good  News  today  as  it  was 
of  the  US.  and  Mississippi  was  Good  News  then. 

11  years  from  becoming  a  state  The  second  lesson  that  struck 
—  and  there  they  were  preaching  my  heart  is  that  it  has  motived 
the  Gospel"  and  'winning  souls,  ft  many  wonderful,  dedicated  folks 


was  a  thought-provoking  time  to  keep  the  church  alive,  vibrant,  say  it  is  important  but  because 
tor  me  when  I  went  down  to  be  serving,  and  loving  for  299  years.  God  Himself  declared  that  it  was 
with  them  for  their  Bicentennial.  Can  you  imagine  what  kinds  of  and  is  of  great  significance. 

the  evening  and  into  issues  and  obstacles  have  come  One  final  lesson  that  contm- 

it  was  for  me  a  time  of  along  over  those  two  centuries  ued  to  drift  over  my  heart  as  I  vis- 

that  could  have  prevented  them  ited  with  the  folks  at  Ebenezer 
from  continuing  to  serve,  love,  was  that  we  have  m  responsibility 
and  honor  the  Lord?  Just  think  to  share  a  genuine  and  living 
heart  as  we  spent  the  time  about  it!  Virtually  every  event  faith  with  the  next  generation. 
together  at  that  celebration.  One  past  the  Revolutionary  War  has  There  were  prohablv  less  than  a 
of  the  thoughts  that  struck  me  in  touched  and  affected  that  con-  dozen  Baptist  churches  over  the 

several  different  ways  through  gregation  and  they  have  pressed  entire  area  called  Mississippi 

on.  AD  sorts  of  decisions  and  when  Richard  Curtis,  Jr,  and  mat 
dilemmas,  both  internal  and  handful  of  charter  members  got 
external,  have  no  doubt  come  together  to  form  Ebenezer 
their  way  yet  they  have  contin-  Church.  Little  did  they  know  that 
ued  to  serve.  Everything  from  what  they  were  doing  and  the 
economic  depression  to  storms,  continuation  of  what  mey  were 
and  new  leadership  has  come  doing  would  spread,  bless,  and 
their  way  and  they  have  kept  enlarge  so  that  the  Mississippi 
es,  arid  motorized  vehicles,  their  eyes  on  the  Lord.  Baptist  Convention  of  churches 

they  did  know  something  Many  of  us  who  know  how  would  touch  the  entire  world  for 

important  it  is  to  stay  faithful  Christ  When  they  started  there 
may  stiU  need  to  relearn  the  was  no  association  of  churches, 
lessons  of  folks  who  have  contin-  no  convention,  and  no  Southern 
ued  domg  it  for  200  years.  That  Baptist  Convention.  Thev  were 
leads  me  to  comment  on  a  third  Just  doing  what  God  had  called 

them  to  do  hi  the  context  of  the 
culture  of  that  day,  and  so  are  we. 
We  must  share  the  Good  News  of 
is  not  unusual  to  hear  voices  in  Jesus  with  everyone  all  the  time 

so  that  if  Jesus  tarries  His  coming 
for  200  more  years  there  will  be 
celebrations  of  new’  churches  that 
or  attacking  the  value  and  have  started,  continued,  and  hon- 
significance  of  the  church  of  ored  Jesus  into  the  next  centuries, 
i Christ  I  can  assure  you  that  God  help  us  to  relearn  and  never 
in  time  when  those  voices  are  no  forget  these  valuable  lessons. 

longer  heard,  the  church  will  still  - 

be  alive  and  viable.  There  are  The  author  may  he  contacted  at 
many  good  ministries  and  para-  P.O.  Box  530.  fackson.  MS  39205- 
chunch  organizations  that  do  0530.  E-mail:  jfutnl6mbch.org. 


Jesus  Christ 

<30E> 

Requests  the  * 

Honor  of 
Your 

\  Presence 
in  Heaven 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  m  your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  1  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eter¬ 
nal  death.  (I  repent.) 

3.  I  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to  forgive 
my  sins  and  to  restore  my 
relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  1  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(1  receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 


“ But  as  many  as  recehvd  him. 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God.  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name.  ~ 
(John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
/esus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiri¬ 
tual  guidance. 
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FINALLY  AFFORDABLE  HEALTH  HEALTH  OR  MEDICARE  SUPPLEMENT 
INSURANCE  tar  the  sHf  employed  CjB  NSURANCE  TOO  EXPENSIVE?  OR  EjF 
(800)  S4 1-81 96  Provided  bv  Mega  HuBon  Iraunncetadw  ...  WfeCan  He%»> 

Insurance,  wwwxhtistetmer  irexom.  "faHrae  POT)  232  0686.  _ 

AFFORDABLE  KAOfSHX  VACATION  MINISTER  TO  CHUDREN,  FIRST 
CONDOS:  www.gulhhoiesconitas.com.  BAPTIST  CHURCH.  CROSSETT.  ARK. 
All  size  unite  available.  SPRING  SPE-  Resumes  to:  Children's  Search 
C1AL.  2  night  weekend  $160.  Four  week-  Committee.  First  Baptist  Church.  701 
nights  $250.  Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  Main  Street.  Crosse*.  AR  _  71635  or 
kids)  good  thru  5/25,  (205)  556-0368  or  lwltite.RRtccrosseg.com- 
(205)  554-5124.  _  CHURCH  IS  SEEUNG  PERSON  TO 
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Matthew  10:27  NAS 


May  1 8,  2006  Housetops  is  a  Baptist  Record  supplement  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board's  Communication  Services. 


Summer  Mission  Camp 
for  Bovs  and  Girls 
2  .0  •  0  •  6 


Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 

Celebrating  Over  25  Years  of  Ministry 


CPI!  '  tWCi 


(grades  3-12) 

$135  per  person 
10  a.m.  Monday  -  noon  Friday 

•  June  26-30  •  July  17-21 

•  July  10-14  •  July  24-28 

i 

LAD/DAD  WEEKEND  CAMPS 

(grades  5K-3  and  adult) 

$42.50  per  person  ($85  for  both) 

June  23-24  •  July  14-15 
3  p.m.  Friday  -  3  p.m.  Saturday 

CHILDREN'S  MISSION  CAMPS  (COED) 

(for  boys  and  girls  grades  1  -6/one  adult  chaperone  per  every 

seven  children) 

$90  per  person 

June  12-14  —  10  a.m.  Monday  -  noon  Wednesday 
June  15-17  —  10  a.m.  Thursday  -  noon  Saturday 
June  19-21  —  10  a.m.  Monday  -  noon  Wednesday 

_ _ _ _ 

CHILDREN'S  DRILL  CAMP  FOR  BOYS  AND  GIRLS 

(grades  3-6/one  adult  chaperone  per  every  seven  children) 

\  '  $90  per  person 

July  6-8  *v 

1 :30  p.m.  Thursday  -  noon  Saturday 

i 

FOOTBALL  CAMP 

July  31 -August  4 

Attention  All  Coaches,  Youth  Ministers  and  College 


The  first  two  weeks  in  August  will  be  open  for  retreats,  sports 

camps,  and  conferences. 

For  registration  forms,  please  contact 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat,  662-289-9730, 
or  go  online  to  www.mbcb.org. 


August  3-5  Camp  Garaywa 


■Family Ministry  •  Discipleship 

•  Youth  Ministry  •  Sunday  School 

•  Small  Churches  •  Deacon  Training  Speaker 

•  Womens  Ministry  Areile  Smith 

•  Preschool/Childreris  Ministry  v**  pnsident  for 

•  Bible  Drills  *  Bible  Buddies  Advancement 

•  Speakers  Tournament  william  Carey  college 

Registration  2  pm.  Thursday  - Adjourn  after  lunch  Saturday 
FOR  PROGRAM  INFORMATION: 

Contact  the  Discipleship  A  Family  Ministry  ttifice  6012923284  or  1800+48-1651 
RESERVATIONS 

can  be  made  by  phone  with  Visa/MasterCard  at  601-292-3304. 
Discipleship  activities  will  be  provided  for  preschool  children 


Church  Compliance  and  Financial  issues 
Regional  Conferences.  2006 


. 


•  July  11 ,  2006 

First  Baptist  Church,  Oxford 

•  July  24,  2006 

First  Baptist  Church,  Winona 

•  September  18,  2006 

New  Site  Baptist  Church,  Brookhaven 

•  September  19,  2006 

38th  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  Hattiesburg 


m 
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OLDER  CHILDREN'S 
BIBLE  DRILL  CAMP  W 

For  Church  Groups  of  Boys  and  Girls  Grades  3-6  (completed) 


July  0  -  S 

Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat 


Any  Mississippi  Baptist  church  can  bring  their 
children  and  they  will  profit  from  camp 
whether  they  have  ever  done  Bible  Drill  or  not 

CAMP  ACTIVITIES  INCLUDE: 

•  Bible  Study  •  Scripture  Memorization  •  Rifle  Range 

•  Bible  Drill  Skills  •  Worship  (safety  &  marksmanship) 

•  Time  with  Missionaries  •  Flag  Ceremonies 

•  Horseback  Riding  •  Swimming  •  Canoeing 

£45  Deposit  with  Registration,  Total  Cost  £90 


For  registration  information,  please  contact 
Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat. 


July  6-8, 2006 
Camp  Garaywa,  Clinton 

Leaders 

Jerry  Songer 
Lisa  Leavell 

Reservation  and  . 
Registration 

Participation  is  limited  to  the  first  thirty  (30) 
couples  who  register  for  this  retreat 
Patterson  Place  has  30  rooms  with  two 
queen-sized  beds  in  each. 

.1 

Registration  must  be  made  with  the  MBCB 
Conference  Office.  (Phone:  601-292-3304) 

Cost 

For  2  nights  lodging  and  6  meals: 

$112  per  person;  Preschool  through  6th 
grade:  $56  per  person;  age  2  and  undet  no  cost 

There  is  no  conference  fee. 


For  more  information,  contact  the  Pastor/ 
Leadership  Development  Department  at 
601-292-3305  or  1-800-748-1651,  ext.  305. 


I  V  v.  1  l 


The  music  and  worship  arts  camp  for  7-12  grades 

June  26-30, 2006 

Bast  Central  Community  College,  Decatur,  fvtiss. 


•  Praise  Band  •  Handbells 

•  Art  •  Playing 

Choral  Singing  Instruments 

•  Signing  •  Voice 

•  Drama  f  For  more  into,  contact  the  C 


For  more  into,  contact  the  Church 
Music  Department  at  601-292-3266 
or  1-600-746-1651 


*  Keyboard 
•  Guitar 
Part-singing 
•  Interpretive 
1  Movement 


rr*  *ti  tt 


(Super  5umm  or ^ 


All-State  Youth  Choir  &  Orchestra 
1006  M  issi  ssippi  Concert  Tour 

June  lO  6:00  p.m.  PBC,  Ripley 
June  11  11:00  a.m.  North  Oxford  BC,  Oxford 

June  H  6:50  p.m.  Slayden  BC,  Lamar 
June  12  6$ Op.m.  rBC,  Philadelphia 
June  15  6:50  p.m.  Rocky  Creek.  BC,  Lucedale 
JuneM-  6$ O  p.m.  Grace  Memorial  BC,  Gulfport  _ 
June  15  Coast  Ministry  Day 
June  1 6  6:JO  p.m.  PBC,  Honence 


For  more  info,  contact  the  Church 
Music  Department  at  601-292-3266 
or  1-800-748-1651 


I 


10  GOOD  REASONS  why  your  church 
should  use  your  Mississippi  Baptist 

CHALLENGE  TO  BUILD  PROGRAM 


1  An  ESTABLISHED  PROGRAM  wNh  35  years  of  proven  msufe. 

2.  CONSULTANTS  are  trained  mMstors  wflh  yean  of  experience. 

|L  METHOM  baaed  on  a  knowledge  of  MseMppt  pastor^ 

4  Hearity  dependent  on  home  PRATER  vMs  to  keep  to  SPIRITUAL  FOCUS  ON  GOO  and  not  rating  funds. 

4  Consutoito  ere  paid  an  ESTABLISHED  PRESET  FEE  by  our  department 
8.  LOW  CHURCH  FEEbecaueeto  coat  ie  supplemented  by  your  gifts  through  to  Cooperative  Program. 

1.  VfevM  maintain  a  amvenlionfctwchMRTNERSHP  AS  LONG  AS  YOUR  CHURCH  EXBTS,  not  just  to  three  year  campaign 


4  Congregto  GfflNG  LEVS.  RAMS)  as  SamBae  ara  dboovered  who  have  not  bean  giving  before  and  oonlnue  the  practice  of  givtag. 

Il  MVOLVMG  a  large  number  of  church  memberaghee  tom  a  aanae  of  0MMB18MP  in  the  event 

n.  BULT  AROUND  EQUAL  8ACRFICE  AND  HOT  EQUAL  GVTS.  wBh  each  asked  to  make  a  sacrttdal  gM  under  totoaderaNp  of  to  Holy 
optic  cscn  gm  wu  D6  ceteoram.  . ^ 

For  more  info  contact  the  Stewardship  Department 
-  -  €01-292-3347  or  1-800-748-1651. 


Hinds  Community  College  Camp  fcstors  &  Worship  Leaders 
Raymond,  Miss.  June  5-9 

•  Affordable  •  High  Quality  Camp  for  **"****  Williams 


your  Youth  Group  •  Program  fees,  meals, 
t-shirt  and  accommodations  total  just 
Bfftfrfter tamper  •  Reservations  are 
taken  on  a  first  come,  first  served  basis. 

'  Information  regarding  individual 
programs/schedules  may  be 
obtained  by  phoning  Youth 
Ministry  at  601-292-3286. 


June  12-16 

Jon  Daniels,  Will  Reedy 

June  16-20 

Clay  Stegall,  Will  Reedy 

June  20-24 

Ken  Hester,  Tom  Edwards 

June  24-28 

Kevin  Cooper,  Tom  Edwards 


2006  FAMILY 

ENRICHMENT 

WEEK 


CONFERENCES 

•  Children,  TeamKID 
•  Youth,  Mini-Centrifuge 

•  Single  Parent  •  Couples 

•  Reclaiming  the  Real  Jesus 


SPECIAL  EVENTS 
RODEO 

•  Rifle  (grades  1-5)  Shaving  Cream  Battle 

•  Archery  ( grade  6  -  adult) 

•  Nature  TrailsfHorseback  Riding 
i  •  Arrowhead  Hunts  •  Crafts  •Games 

BARBEQUE  COOKOUT 

( Chicken ,  Ribs,  Hamburgers,  Hotdogs ) 

CARNIVAL 

•  Super  Slide  •  Big  Maze 

•  Horse-back  Riding 

•  Canoeing  •  Crafts  ( t-shirt/capsl jewelry) 

•Space Jump  •Clowns  •Games 

RESERVATIONS  may  be  made  by  phone  with 
a  VisalMasterCard,  601-292-3304. 
PROGRAM  INFORMATION:  Contact  the 
Discipleship  &  Family  Ministry  Office, 
601-292-3284  or  1-800-748-1651. 


Explore  what  it  means  to  understand, 
embrace,  and  live  God’s  call. 


Sheraton,  Greensboro  Hotel,  Four  Seasons 
3121  High  Point  Road  at  1-40 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina 


Our  own  Mississippi 
wMu  president, 

is  one  of  the  speakers! 


Contact  the  Mississippi  wMu  for  more  Info:  Contact  Kathy  Burns  by 
E-mail  KBurnsQmbcb.org,  or  phone  1-800-748-1651  or  601-292-3324. 


September  26  -  October  1,  2006 

Includes  program  fee.  conference  meals  co 
lodging  (double  occupancy),  and  transportat 


Bus  Trip  B 

September  28  -  October  1,  2006 

Includes  program  fee.  conference  f^ea;s  o: 
lodging  (double  occupancy)  one  ^  ghttra^t 
(double  occupancy)  and  transportation 


Am 


Prayer  Ministry  Office  •  P.O.  Box  530  •  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530  •  Phone  601-292-3304  •  Mississippi  PrayerLine  1-300-787-7729  (HAY) 

’ Qoals  for  tomorrow  that  bout  prioritize  present  activities  are  nothin g  s^*i£S§5T  SSSSf''" 

more  than  Wishful  thinking.  'We  neeb  to  ask  Qob  each  bay  if  We  are 

still  on  target  anb  giVe  ^fiim  the  right  to  orber  mib~course  changes  in  i£?!8flW? 

birectioii.m  Mrs.  Lois  Langley .  'R etireb  Missionary  gSSflSJSBL. 


For  (1)11  Savor  Adut 
Conference,  FBC,  Nathez.  22nd  - 
24#i  (O&FM).  (2)  Basketful  lure 
Camp  tor  Girts;  CanM  His.  22nd 


Training  church  leaders  is  a 
high  priority  among  the 
Guaymi  of  Southern  Costa 


they  prepare  materials  and 
for  the  Guaymi  teachers 
leading  in  the  conference. 


or  jvussions 


Mississippi  wMu  is  sponsoring  two  bus  tnps  to 

the  Discover  the  Joy  of  Missions  Conference 

and  Missions  Weekender  at  LifeWay 
Ridgecrest  Conference  Center.  ‘Bus  Trip  A* 
will  be  attending  both  the  training  conference 
and  missions  weekender.  ‘Bus  Trip  B”  will 
A  only  attend  the  missions  weekender.  The  cost 
and  registration  for  each  trip  are  listed.  We 

^ Ifl  will  travel  on  29  passenger  buses  provided  by 

IlHHHlIlHHHiyHlHlHiiHHHHHHHlH  Cline  Tours. 

For  more  information  contact  the  state  wMu  office:  1-800-748-1651  or  check  out  our  Web  site:  wwwjnbcb.org 

Deadline  to  register  July  28 
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JUNE  19-23 


RACE  TO  WIN 
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May  28;  Sunday.  School,  10  a.m.;  worship,  11 
ajn.,  followed  by  noon  meal  and  singing  with 
Chosen;  Walt  Grayson,  speaker 


May  21;  worship,  11  ajn.;  dinner  and  fellow¬ 
ship,  noon;  singing,  1  pjn.;  Brett  Williams, 
speaker;  Tommy  Inmon,  pastor 


Sunday  School,  9:45  ajn.;  worship,  10:45  a.m., 
followed  by  covered  dish  lunch  and  afternoon 
service;  Glen  Putman,  Jim  Bain,  Everette 
Martin,  and  Chris  Aldridge,  speakers;  Linda 
Ward,  The  Bollingers,  The  Bratton  Family,  Ace 
Camonb  and  DBC  Quartet,  music. 


Fellowship  Church,  Starkville:  Revival, 
May  19-21;  Fri-Sat,  7  p.m.;  Sun.,  10:30  am.  and 
6p.m.;  Junior  Davis,  speaker;  Byron  Green  and 
The  Cleary  Quartet,  music. 

Liberty  Church,  Carroll  County; 
Homecoming,  June  4,  10:45  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  John  Gray,  Grenada,  speaker. 

New  Zion  Church,  Crystal  Springs: 
Homecoming,  May  21;  worship,  11  a.m.,  fol¬ 
lowed  by  covered  dish  luncheon;  Leroy  Brewer, 
speaker;  JFirst  Love,  music;  Norris  Curry,  pastor. 

Oak  View  Church  (formerly  Temple 
Church),  Terry:  Anniversary,  June  4:  worship, 
10-30  ajn.,  followed  by  dinner  on  foe  grounds; 
Ken  Brown,  pastor. 

.  Pine  Forest  Church,  Collinsville:  Homecom¬ 
ing,  May  28;  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.,  worship,  11 
ajn.,  followed  by  lunch  and  afternoon  singing 
with  Second  Mile,  1  p.m.;  O.  Lyn  Nations,  pastor. 


Faith  Church,  Hickory  Flat:  Revival,  May 
18-21;  Thurs.-Sat,  7  pjn.;  Sim.,  11  ajn.  and  6 
pjn.;  fellowship  supper.  Sat,  6  p.m.;  Johnny 
Rakestraw,  speaker;  Andy  Roe,  music  Larry 


Providence  Church,  Carrollton:  Revival, 
May  28-31;  7  pjn.  nightly;  Gary  Jackson,  speak¬ 
er  Steve  and  Becky  Carver,  music. 


Ingodar  Church,  New  Albany:  100th 
nniversarv.  lune  2-4:  oienic.  with  sineine.  tes- 


IUIgCT  HARIS,  lOUUMUO,  IUUSH,  Jell.,  O  poll., 

worship,  speakers,  banner  processional,  recog¬ 
nition  service.  Sun.,  930  a.m. 


Southside  Church,  Hattiesburg:  25th 
Anniversary  and  reunion,  Jul.  22,  10  a.m.-2 
pjn.,  Rawls  Springs  Community  Center. 

Wayside  Church,  Scobey:  Homecoming, 
May  21;  worship,  11  a.m.,  followed  by  meal  and 
fellowship;  William  Smith,  IU,  speaker;  David 
Briscoe,  musk;  Jim  Nunnelee,  pastor. 

West  Shady  Grove  Church,  Wayne  County: 
Homecoming,  June  4,  11  a.m.,  followed  by 
lunch;  Mitchell  Smith,  pastor  and  speaker. 
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^  women.  Without  hesita-  a  follower  of  Christ  and  immedi-  Lydia  was  among  the  believers 
tion  Paul  began  to  share  ately  began  to  support  and  in  Philippi.  You  can  see  now  why 
die  story  of  Jesus  with  encourage  Paul  and  nis  mission-  Paul  addressed  the  believers  Bile 
these  ladies.  Lydia  was  ary  team.  (v.  15)  If  you  are  not  way  he  did  in  Philippians,  chap- 
a  part  of  the  group  and  sure  where  or  what  God  is  lead-  ter  1.  He  addresses  them  as  part- 
opened  her  heart  lis-  ing  you  to  do,  get  involved  with  ners  in  the  gospel,  (v.  5)  In  that 
tened  to  what  Paul  was  someone  who  is  already  serving,  partnership  Paul  admonishes 
sharing,  (v.  14)  Later,  Very  soon  God  will  reveal  to  you  them  to  determine  what  really 
she  and  her  whole  your  special  place  of  service,  matters,  (v.  10)  The  question  aris- 
house  were  baptized  as  Later  on  in  chapter  16  we  find  es,  what  does  really  matter? 
believers.  She  opened 
non  bej *  *  ' 

Paul  ancPbilas  to  come  and  stay 
with  her.  Her  response  of 


Family  Bible  Study 

Lydia:  Willing  Service 

Acts  16:11-15, 40;  Philippians  1:3-11 


By  Huey  Dedmon _  the  work  accomplished  IB 

in  most  churares  is 
Have  you  ever  been  guilty  of  accomplished  by  20%  of 
doing  trivial  or  unimportant  the  churches  members.  De 
things  rather  than  the  things  This  may  vary  a  little  from 
that  are  really  important?  Often  church  to  church,  but  in  my 
we  find  ourselves  lost  in  a  world  experience  I  have  found  this  to 
of  busy-ness,  doing  Bungs  that  be  very  accurate.  Why  is  it  that 
seem  important  at  the  time  but  so  many  church  members  are  so 
in  the  scope  of  things  are  really  content  to  sit  and  let  someone 
unimportant.  Somehow  tire  else  do  all  the  work?  How  can  I 
more  important  things  go 

undone  and  we  discover  that  church?  The  story  of  Lydia  will 
our  life  and  ministry  is  in  an  help  us  to  see  how  we  all  i ' 
unbelievable  mess.  Inis  week's  be  actively  serving  in  our  church, 
lesson  focuses  on  the  life  of  a  Paul  and  Silas  had  begun 
woman  named  Lydia.  Very  little  their  missionary  journeys  and 
is  written  in  scripture  about  her,  had  arrived  in 
but  what  we  have  drives  home  a  province  of  Philippi.  (HCSB, 
very  important  lesson  for  us.  Acts  16:11-12)  They  began  to 
The  80/20  rule  dominates  search  for  a  place  to  pray  and 
mo6t  of  our  church  service  life,  found  themselves  outside  the 
Church  leaders  agree  that  80%  of  city  gate  talking  with  a  group  of 


Paul  and  Silas  just  getting  out  of  Through  a  prayer  for  the  believ- 
f*on  hej:  house  and  asked  jail  by  Bre  miraculous  movement  ers  at  Philippi,  Paul  prayed  for 
Paul  ancralas  to  come  and  stay  of  God's  Spirit  Where  did  they  them  to  increase  in  love,  knowl- 

*  service  go?  They  went  to  Lydia's  house,  edge,  and  discernment  Paul  lets 
is  a  shining  example  to  us.  Our  Her  service  to  the  Lord  had  us  in  on  very  important  principle 
immediate  reaction  to  our  salva-  opened  up  a  door  for  her  to  host  for  living  the  Christian  life.  These 
tion  should  be  an  open  and  will-  in  her  home  the  new  church  at  are  three  Bungs  we  must  practice 
ing  heart  of  service.  If  we  are  Philippi.  Paul  and  Silas  saw  and  in  our  lives  to  keep  us  doing 
truly  devoted  to  God  for  what  encouraged  the  believers  there  "what  really  matters.  What  real- 

God  in  my  He  nas  done  for  us,  that  devo-  and  then  left  the  city.  (v.  40)  ly  matters  is  for  us  to  be  pure  and 

tion  should  transform  us  into  a  The  book  of  Acts  shows  us  blameless.  The  most  common 
should  willing  servant.  There  is  no  wait-  that  Lydia  was  one  of  the  first  deterrent  for  someone  coming  to 
ing  period  to  begin  to  serve  the  converts  in  the  city  of  Philippi.  It  know  Christ  is  Bre  fact  that  ave 
Lora,  and  service  can  come  in  would  be  reasonable  for  us  to  do  not  live  pure  and  blameless 
many  ways.  We  can  open  our  assume  that  as  we  move  to  lives.  In  fact  more  often  than  (lot 
loman  homes  as  Lydia  did.  We  can  Paul's  letter  to  the  church  at  we  live  our  lives  as  hypocrites, 
serve  as  a  Sunday  school  teacher,  Philippi,  that  Lydia's  house  was  We  too  often  talk  Bre  talk  but  we 
deacon,  nursery  worker,  host  a  still  Bre  place  where  the  church  fail  to  walk  Bre  walk. 

visiting  pastor,  give  money  to  met  for  worship.  Even  if  Bre  - 

sponsor  a  mission  team,  etc  ...  church  was  meeting  somewhere  Dedmon  is  minister  of  education 

Tire  list  is  endless.  Lydia  became  else,  we  can  be  assured  that  at  First  Church,  Grenada. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Get  Real 

Isaiah  58:3-14;  Micah  6:8 


By  Lori  Clendinnini 


it:  nub  Mciiig  ifii^iun  ui  dii  diiuinpi  iu  flanHinning  ur  NUUKOr  wiucn  ou \y  o.o.  nc  iidb  wiuweu  yuu,  u 

reard  through-  manipulate  God  is  unac-  '“’etK,,nnin*  mean  that  the  worm  man,  what  is  good  ...  To  act 

ilture,  but  Bre  cep  table  to  Him:  "Yet  on  Bre  were  delivered  sometime  justly  and  to  love  mercy  and  to 

tan  be  applied  day  of  your  tasting,  you  do  as  between  Bre  return  from  Babylon  walk  humbly  with  your  God." 

ere.  you  please."  (58:3)  Inis  action  and  the  rebuilding  of  Bre  temple.  Micah  was  another  of  God's 

1"  is  our  faith?  is  a  form  of  self-focused  reli-  This  would  place  the  prophecy  prophets,  beginning  his  min- 

t  among  all  Bre  gion,  disingenuous  and  reject-  between  538  and  520  BC.  is  try  about  735  BC.  Israel  and 

in  today's  ed  by  God.  Isaiah's  words  did  not  indi-  Judah  were  enjoying  unusual 

igions  place  an  Tne  58th  chapter  of  Isaiah  rate  a  call  for  an  elimination  of  prosperity  and  ] 

al  that  demon-  brings  to  light  Bus  type  of  false  the  religious  ritual,  but  that  one  not  without  ini 

hical  and  com-  religion.  Isaiah  pointed  out  the  s'  v 

nor,  yet  down-  •  difference  between  false  and  helping  others  less  fortunate: 
tes  any  kind  of  real  fasting.  A  form  of  self-  "loose  Bre  chains  of  injustice  ... 

humiliation,  fasting  involved  set  the  oppressed  free  ...  C. _ 

iristians  find  it  abstention  from  food  and  drink,  your  food  with  the  hungry  ... 
igh  recognized  with  an  intention  to  reinforce  provide  the  p>oor  wanderer  with 
irion  without  prayers  offered  during  times  of  L  *  ~ J  " 

God  to  impact  crisis  or  distress.  Mosaic  law 
les.  God,  now-  directed  God's  children  to  fast 

is  people  to  on  the  Day  of  Atonement,  but  meeting  the  needs  of 
ir  devotion  to  four  additional  days  of  tasting  who  are  less  fortunate, 
human  needs,  were  added  during  Bre  exile,  pie  could  demonstrate 
istory  God  has  They  were  to  commemorate  devotion  to  Him. 

>  wake  up  His  Jerusalem's  tall  to  Bre  Babyloni-  referred  to  as  "other-focused  God  was 
riritual  apathy,  ans  and  the  subsequent  national  service"  and  it  is  genuine, 


As  a  supporter  of  the  Sinai 
covenant,  Micah  prophesied  that 
severe  punishment  would  be 
brought  upon  God's  children  if 
they  continued  to  reject  His  laws. 
He  pleaded  with  Bre  Israelites  to 
repent  and  return  to  God  before 
it  became  too  late  for  forgiveness, 
troubles.  And  what  of  today? 
should  ^direct  the  fasting  toward  As  people  became  affluent.  The  late  Christian  songwriter 

r.  they  also  began  to  take  on  Bre  Keith  Green  gave  a  wake-up  call 
s ...  practices  of  Bre  pagans.  Their  in  his  1978  song,  "To  Obey  is 
share  rich  appetite  for  possessions  Better  Than  Sacrifice"  when  he 
and  luxuries  began  to  affect  the  penned  these  words  as  if  God 
economy  as  laborers  struggled  was  speaking  to  His  children: 
shelter  ...  clothe*  the  naked."  to  keep  up  with  the  demands.  "To  obey  is  better  than  sacrifice. 
(55:6-7)  Through  Isaiah,  God  Farm  workers,  frustrated  with  I  don't  need  your  money,  I  want 
announced  that  by  unselfishly  barely  making  ends  meet,  your  life.  And  I  hear  you  say 

iople  migrated  to  Bre  large  cities,  but  that  I'm  coming  back  soon,  but 
peo-  the  overcrowding  and  lade  of  you  act  like  I'll  never  return." 
mine  employment  led  to  squalor,  dis-  Time  to  get  real,  Church. 

r.  Worship  of  - 

toned  as  the  Clendinning  is  a  member  of 
nation  became  spiritually  sick.  First  Church ,  Brandon. 
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Record  is  pleased  to  publish  -  •  and  allphotograc 

Mographs  of  special  events  ping.  Pnotograpn 

*  in  cooperating  churches  f— W1WR  No  landscape-,  b 


Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
prist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
>  39205-0530.  FAX:  (601)  292-3330. 
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EWXZ  STR  NJO 
Clue:  H  =  A 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week's  puzzle:  Luke  Two:Nine. 


1.  Rutland  and  Hancock,  Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson 


1.  Danny  Rutland  (left)  inter¬ 
im  pastor  Lakeshore 
Churcn,  Jackson,  congrat¬ 
ulates  Jimmy  Hancock 
(right)  on  becoming  a  dea¬ 
con.  Rutland  presented 
Hancock  with  a  certificate 
of  ordination. 

2.  Lillian  Walters  presented 
Ashley  McAfee  with  a  cer¬ 
tificate  and  trophy  for  suc¬ 
cessfully  completing  her 
third  year  of  competition 
with  tne  Bible  drill  team  of 
Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson. 

3.  Williamsville  Church,  Kos¬ 
ciusko,  recognizes  the  chil¬ 
dren  who  performed  in 
Halleujah!  He  Did  It!,  the 
children's  Easter  musical. 

4.  Plainway  Church,  Laurel, 

recognized  several  of  its 


members  for  many  years  of 
dedicated  service  during 
their  homecoming  services. 
From  left:  Sam  Hughes, 
Louise  Seabrook,  Dorothy 
Parker,  Judy  Valentine, 
Gala  Boner,  Anna  Pippen, 
Linda  Windham,  and 
William  Parker. 

5.  Friendship  Church,  Ecru, 
recently  nonored  Harold 
Anthony  for  35  years  of 
service  as  deacon.  Shown 
are  Gene  York,  Anthony, 
and  pastor  Buster  Wilson. 

6.  Cherry  Creek  Church,  Pon¬ 
totoc,  recently  honored  min¬ 
ister  of  music  Harold  Reeder, 
who  is  retiring  after  45  years 
of  leadership.  He  was  hon¬ 
ored  with  a  luncheon  and 
plaque.  Shown  are  pastor 
Rex  Ard  and  Reeder. 

.  nnerorntuiuicn,  Louins- 
ville,  recognizes  its  youth 
Bible  drillers.  Shown  are  the 
participants. 

8.  Cross  Roads  Church, 

*  Pelahatchie,  recently  or¬ 
dained  minister  of  chil¬ 
dren  and  students,  Aaron 
Reynolds,  to  the  ministry. 
Shown  are  pastor  John 
Vaughn,  Reynolds,  and 
Steve  P£rten.  ,y>  , 


2.  McAfee  and  Walters,  Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson 
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7.  Ybuth  Bible  Drillers,  Pine  Forest  Church,  CoKnsvMe 
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4.  Reeder  Honored,  Cherry 
Creek  Church,  Pontotoc 


May  18. 2006 


